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December 15, 2011

Secretary Hilda Solis

Department of Labor

200 Constitution Ave, NW
- Washington, DC 20210

Dear Secretary Solis:

I am writing to express my concerns with the recent child labor proposal from the Department of Labor
(RIN 1235-AA06). Worker safety for all ages cannot be compromised. However, these regulations, as
written, are overly burdensome to the agriculture industry. The proposal could make it difficult for
farmers and ranchers to run their family farm.

As a lifelong farmer and rancher, I know firsthand the value of hard work and the critical role of youth
in the success of a family farming operation. I learned at a young age valuable life lessons and
developed a strong work ethic that was shaped through my work on the farm. As the global demand for
food rises, we need to ensure that we continue to train the next generation of American farmers and
ranchers. It is imperative that we encourage, not discourage, youth from choosing a career in agriculture.

Specifically, I am concerned with the changes to the definition of a family farm. The proposed rule
could seriously undermine traditional family agriculture if the exemption for family farms does not
include those partly owned by close relatives. Many South Dakotans rely on family labor for support,
including the Hutterite communities in the state. The wording of this proposal needs to be significantly
changed to clearly exempt family farms operated by aunts, uncles, grandparents, and other close
relatives regardless of the legal structure of the farming operation.

Additionally, the proposal would prohibit workers under the age of 16 from operating any “power

“driven” equipment. This includes not only farming machinery, but is so broadly written that it prohibits
equipment operated by animals, batteries, or wind. It also restricts hiring youth to vaccinate, brand, or
treat animals,. which is common for our ranchers. We need to continue South Dakota’s long tradition of
teaching our future agriculture producers the value of hard work and hands-on learning.

Agriculture is South Dakota’s leading industry, and my constituents are greatly concerned that the
proposal will negatively impact South Dakotan agriculture. I am opposed to the proposed rule as written.
Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
_ Kristi Noem
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